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This room has veceived the most damage, however, the paint appears fairly durable
beneath the dirt and scum.

To the rear of the dining room is the kitchen with no painted Jecoration.
Directly through the rear hall door is a porch deck cnclosed with tongue-and-
groove wainscoat, lattice and screen above. To the left is the third set of full
sice stairs made exactly as the first two sets, BRelow these stairs is the stair
and entrance to a full size basement. ¥rom this sercened porch is an exit to the
rear of the house and an artesian well in which the flooring dis bullt around.

The second-floor rooms and hall repeat the same floor plan as below.
Stenciling continues up each stairwell. Both halls and all four major rooms are
decorated with the same carce in choosing a complimentary color scheme with many
different colors than those used previously. Various combinations of the same design
elements used on the firsc floor are emploved,

The room above the kitchen is painted a solid buff color. The enclosed porch
arca with stairs appears to have been used as a sleeping porch. The attic floor
is reached through z small hall and stair to the left of the second passage right
at the entrance to a bedroom at the left of the second stair. None of this floor
displays decorative painting,

Mrectlyto the rear of the Harvey House is the limestone foundation of a small
autbuilding, the gas house which heoused the acetylene light works for the property,
The house had acetyiene lighting before converting to electricity. This and the
house are all that remain of the Harvey farm. The site nominated includes only tha
immediate surroundings of the house. Four large ocak treecs frame the tront(southwest)
facade of the house which is surrounded by smaller trees and shrubbery. Located
ln what was once a larpe ond proopécOus farm, the house occupies onedthe the best
vantage points in the county. It sits on a hill surrounded by plateaus and te the
North the TPeaks Knob mountain range. Looking southwest, the original entrance apnd
path are still evident-lined with fruit trees. To the notheast and cast of the
house stood the fore-bay barn, a small carlier house, silo, and Iimestone wall.

New construction is to the northeast of the house on lower sites except for a
watertower built adjacent to the site.
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stayed until the fall of 15911, planning to spend the winter there, when he was
killed by a train near Wurno Station. He is buried in the town of Pulaski.

The [reehand stenciling is of excellent quality. Each room has imaginative
designs and color scliumes with no two alike, The painted walls create lively
surfaces that complé sent the rooms' height and dimensions., The larvey House is
the only known stricture in the county with this type of interior painting,
which stylistically reflects stencil designs popular during the late-18th
century.

A shrevd businessman and land speculator, Harvey acquired several thousands
of acres of farmland. He raised corn and wheat and sold timber. Harvey was
known throughout the counties of Pulaski, Giles, Floyd, and tlontgomerv for his
livestock. He raised cattle, Shropshire sheep and draft horses, The Norfolk
and Western Railvroad built a spur line onto his farm in order to more easily
accommodate transport of his agricultural preducts. Although Harvey continued
toc raise cattle until his death, it was the breeding of draft horses such as
Clydesdales that made him a prominent and influential man in Southwest Virginia.
Since its first importation of French Percheron horses in 1866, Pulaski County,
one of the first places in the United States to bread these horses, became
famous for its fine draft animals.? Harvey's horses won numerous titles for their
excellence bringing many breeders to the farm for showings and thus making his
home a well-known gathering place from the early 1900's ta well into the 1940's.

Harvey, who desired the most modern and eificient of agricultural and
housenold products, had acetylene lights installed in his housc when it was
first built. The limestone foundation uv{ the acetylene gas house still remains.
The main house was later converted to elcctricity. The Harvev louse was one of
the first in the area to have a telephone line run to it: later area residents
tapped onte this line as a party line. Harvev was also an agent with the
National Vireproofing Company of Pittsburgh, PA for NATCO Imperishable Silos.
Mail-order farm buildings were very popular in the early Lwentieth century and
seen as the fastest way of creating a modern farm. Before 1914, Harvey had a
NATCO silo of fireproof hollow c¢lay tiles built on his farm and acquired plans
for other NATCO fireproof farm buildings. (The silo is still standing although
it is not within the nominated site.)

N.B. Harvev and his wife, Oceola Persinger, raised five children at the
Harvey home, His wile dying before him, Harvey, at his death, divided his
farm among all five children and grandchildren, however, Laura, the oldest was
to have the house until her death. Laura remained at the Harvey House until she
was unable to care for herself and the property remained in dispute among
family members for many years after N.B. Harvey's death in 1963. The tract on which
the house remalins was to be cared for by a local cattle broker, unfortunately,

{See Continuation Sheet #4)
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without proper supervigion for several vearvs the property fell into neglect. In 1984,
Pulaski County acquired the site for an industrial park. After seeing the value of
the house, the ceunty is considering @ rehabilitation that will make use of the
property as an integral part of the park's administration,

FOOTNOTES

iPulaski County Land Tax Records for 1909 and 1810,

This book along with numerous building material receipts were kept together
by Harvey and are now in the possession of Angelina Havvey Chisholm, daughter, and
Harvey Chisholm, grandson, Mineral, Virginia 23117.

3Corrcspondence to James D. Chapman in cace of N.B. Harvey, 1909-1911,
Angelina H. Chisholm remembers Chapman and the duties he was contracted to do at
the Harvey House.

APulaski County, Virginia Commission, Jamestown Exhibition, Pulaski County,
Virpginia, Banner County of Southwest Virginia, A Historic and Descriptive Sketch,
(Pulaski: Southwest Publishing Company, Inc., 1907).
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